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MEMORANDUM v
~) THE WHITE HOUSE ")
D LM

WASHINGTON '«
TOP SECRET-SENSITIVE \
CONTAINS CODEWOQRD | December 10, 1971

ON-FILE NSC RELEASE
INSTRUCTIONS APPLY
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: ' HENRY A.'KISSINGER)/\\
SUBJECT : . Information Items

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN...%?,

- . Vg
India-Pakistan Situation: The war in the East has reached 1ts/’
final stages. The Indian forces are encircling Dacca and pre-
paring for the final assault if the Pak forces in the capital
area refuse to surrender. Pak resistance elsewhere in the
prov1nce appears on the verge of total collapse, although they
continue to hold some isolated areas. Faced with this desper-
ate situation, the top Pak military official in Dacca has called
on the UN to arrange .(a) peaceful transfer of power to the
"elected representatives of East Pakistan," (b) an immediate
cease~fire, (c) repatriation of the Pak forces to West Pak~
istan, (d) repatriation of all other West Pak personnel who
desire to leave, (e) the safety of the.others settled in East
Pakistan since 1947 and (L) a guarantee of no reprisals.

In the West, the Indians seem to be successfully repulsxng Pak
attacks in Kashmlr, but show no signs yet of initiating a major
offensive of their own. Repeated Indian air strikes and shell-
ings from naval forces on Karachi have dealt a major blow to
Pakistan's POL supply. One experienced observer on the spot

judges that under optimum conditions West Pakistan may run out

of key POL items in about two weeks and, under the most likely
combination of circumstances, supplies Wlll dry up even sooner.
In the Lahore and other areas to the north, the Indian air at-
tacks are concentrating more heavily on communications, the
power infrastructure and more direct military targets. Some
observers think that the purpose of these heavy air attacks is
to soften up West Pakistan for an all-out Indian ground offen-
sive as soon as the situation is under control in the East.
There are some unconfirmed reports that the Indians may already
be beginning the process of shifting aircraft and troops to the
Western front.
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/. On the sea, the Paks have apparently 'given up "tnying to contest

the approaches to their ports in both the quﬁ:ﬁhd—Wﬂstr——?heh\\ -
Paks, from Yahya on down, are charging that{ oviet technicians™ | '
ape aboard the OSA missile boats which have en.

and attacked the Karachi port area.
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wiJ S The UN could soon be seized with the Pak cease-Tire regquest. i
X pakistan has also formally accepted the General Assembly resol-

<§§ 3 Sution and Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Bhutto is

% ¢ ytapriving in New York to lead the Pak delegation. Before he

D
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\{% O ?Sleft Islamabad, Bhutto said he would like to see you while he '
ﬁ;ﬁzf =is in the U.S. and Yahya has expressed his hope that you can I

» % §do this. Mrs. Gandhi, at a mass student rally today, said that

v s “i;India "naither accepted nor rejected!t~the General Assembly resol=
N ution, Dut was giving it 'serlous consideration.'"  Indian Foreign
—~Minister Swaran Singh and Foreign Secretary T.N. Kaul are on

™

. their way to MNew York.
The Indians have announced a bombing pause over both Dacca and

* Karachi for evacuation pruposes. Evacuation planes will be

given safe conduct into Karachi for four-hour periods today
and tomorrow and the Dacca airport is to be free from attacks
for 24 hours so that it can be repaired. Foreign evacuation
planes bound for Dacca will then be given safe conduct for 10
hours on Saturday on the condition that they land at Calcutta
before and after going to Dacca. UN personnel reportedly will

remain behind in Datca for possible assistance in arranging a
cease-fire or surrender. . 4

Paris Talks: The Communist side refused to agree to a postpone-
Tenf of the December 16 meeting as proposed. by Ambassador
Porter.

Ambassador,Porter pgain quoted Premier Pham Van Dong's Peking’
statement/that the "7 Point" proposal was "an offensiy%’ttyd
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